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The Lake Juniko, which adjoins the Shirakami-Sanchi UNESCO World Heritage Site,
is a group of 33 lakes scattered across an area of about 4kni on a gently rolling hill with
elevations ranging from 150 to 250 m. From the observation point at Okuzure, 12 of the
lakes are visible, giving rise to the name "Lake Janiko"(Jini means 12 in Japanese). It
is said that the lake was formed by a large-scale landslide caused by a historic earthquake,
and the remnants of this event can still be seen in the distinctive terrain and vegetation.
Let's embark on a journey to experience the special history of the formation of the Lake

Janiko.
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The landslide occurred, and the rivers were blocked in 1440-1660.
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It has been thought that the cause of the formation of the Lake Juniko was the landslides
that occurred during the Hoei-Iwakidate earthquake in 1704 (mid-Edo period). However,
according to the results of radiocarbon dating of drowned snags by the research group of
Hirosaki University, it has been newly discovered that the topography was formed between
1440 and 1660 (early Muromachi period to early Edo period) by large-scale landslides that
blocked rivers and created various depressions in the area, which likely led to the formation
of most of the lakes. In addition, it has been found that the Hoei-Iwakidate earthquake in
1704 enlarged the previous landslide scarp and caused a secondary landslide on the northwest

slope of Okuzure, and the debris was transported near the Lake Aoike.

+ IR A DR

LAND SLIDE

The secret of the birth of the Lake Juniko



Journey to uncover the secret of the formation of Lake Juniko
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Aerial view of Lake Juniko
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Lake Jiniko offers numerous attractions, including breathtaking topography and diverse
vegetation. The terrain around the lake is covered with forests and dotted with several
bodies of water, and is considered to be a stable landscape. We highly recommend taking a

walk around the area to fully experience its enchanting beauty firsthand.
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The horseshoe-shaped scarp was formed due
to the collapses around 1440-1660 and the
collapse caused by the 1704 Hoei-Iwadate
earthquake.Many drowned snagsare widely

distributed.

S

KEah o DEM

| Detached boulders transported from the Okuzure

» map @)

KRR FRIELN R VR SNz, &
ML CER, BB’ BEAF v 4
DERICHHLTVET,

Large-scale landslides occurred and formed
various landforms such as hummocks,

detached boulders, and groups of lakes, that
are distributed behind the Japanese Canyon.
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One of the attractions is the giant boulders

transported by landslides.
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Lake Aoike is a landslide-dammed lake, filled

with underground water that gives it its

beautiful blue color.
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The transparency is comparable to that

of Lake Aoike, and one can enjoy matcha

made with the spring water that gushes
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The strata indicates that there was

submarine volcanic activity in the

Miocene epoch of the Neogene Period.
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A fan-shaped steep cliff formed by erosion

of the Nigori River and landslides.
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